Starting a Chapter with Sigma Beta, Inc.

Overview

Sigma Beta, Inc. is a women’s organization dedicated to inspiring growth through
philanthropy, friendship, and personal development. Founded in Fort Wayne, Indiana on
January 5, 1923, by Sophia Maier Johnston, the organization has a long-standing
tradition of service and sisterhood.

Members build meaningful friendships while contributing to charitable causes and
developing their individual talents. Sigma Beta'’s national publication, The Charlotta,
keeps members connected and informed, and all members are encouraged to
contribute.

Objectives

Sigma Beta, Inc. is a philanthropic, not-for-profit organization with the following goals:

e Promote the establishment and support of chapters across the United States
e Encourage charitable and cultural initiatives
e Foster fellowship among members and chapters nationwide

Charitable Endeavors

Charity is central to Sigma Beta’s mission.

Chapters choose their own local charitable projects

All chapters participate in national charity initiatives (which change yearly)
Over $1.7 million has been donated to national charities since inception

In the 2024—-2025 fiscal year, chapters donated $17,500 to their local charities

Scholarship Program

The Sophia Maier Johnston Memorial Scholarship (est. 1971) provides grants to
disabled college students. Scholarships are awarded annually at the national
convention.

Social & Organizational Activities

Chapter Level

e Monthly business meetings (except July and August)
e Optional social gatherings throughout the year
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Province Level

e Sigma Beta is divided into four geographic provinces
e Annual province meeting held in April or May
e Includes elections, business sessions, and a social luncheon

National Convention

Held annually the weekend prior to October 25:

Multi-day event (Friday—Sunday)

Business meetings, social events, and networking

“Sigma Beta of the Year” recognition for a member who shows exemplary service
Charity presentations and voting

Installation of national officers

Starting a New Chapter

Membership Requirements

e Minimum of 4 women to organize a chapter
e No maximum limit
e Age requirements:

o 21+ for new chapters

o 18+ for established chapters

Initial Costs (New Chapter Members)

Charter & installation fee: $20 per member
National dues: $45 annually

Charity assessment: $15 annually

Sigma Beta pin: cost varies

Ongoing Costs

National dues: $45/year (due January 1)

Charity assessment: $15/year

Chapter dues: determined locally

Province dues: $20/year (paid by chapter treasury)
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Member Expectations

Members are expected to:

e Demonstrate loyalty to Sigma Beta’s mission
e Attend meetings regularly
e Participate actively in chapter and national projects

Chapter Responsibilities

Hold monthly business meetings
Donate a yearly contribution to the National Charity Fund for convention
Participate in province and national events
Maintain records and chapter property
Send delegates to:
o Province meeting
o National convention

Supplies for a New Chapter

Provided by Sigma Beta:

Charter

Gavel

Bible

Parliamentary procedure book

Officer manuals (President, Secretary, Treasurer)
Sigma Beta Manual & National Bylaws

Additional items needed:

e Chapter banner
e Table cover
e Two officers’ robes

Why Join Sigma Beta?

Membership offers:

Opportunities for meaningful philanthropy
Lifelong friendships

Leadership and personal growth

A balance of service and social engagement
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